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“Blond hair is more beautiful” - Laura Ingalls Wilder’s

response
Thursday, March 21, 2013

This is an addendum to my Tuesday blog entry

A brown eyed girl’s search for a brown eyed doll (circa 1955)
www.sparkpeople.com/mypa

ge_public_journal_individu

al.asp?blog_id=5290657

Ironically, on Tuesday afternoon my eleven year old granddaughter was writing a book report on “The
Little House in the Big Woods” the first of Wilder’s “Little House” series.

She was describing the characters.

“Everyone knows that blond hair is more beautiful” blond Mary told her brown haired sister Laura.
Laura’s response? She slugged her!

Of course she was disciplined by her mother and | don’t advocate violence, but even back in the 1880s

without constant media images before their eyes, girls were aware of society’s preference for certain
physical characteristics. It either made them accept it or it made them mad.
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LINDAKAY228 v
| remember the commercials a number of years ago for the "Blondes have more fun" ad for

one of the hair dye companies. | am a natural blonde, but kind of a dishwater blonde. Now there is
gray added in. For years | lightened my hair to make it more blond an get the dishwater color out.
But then about 2 years ago | decided to try being a redhead for some unknown reason. But really
liked it and a lot of people told me it went well with my skin tone and looked good on me so | kept
it. I hadn't noticed any change of my level of fun from being a blonde to a redhead LOL. | do have
a brother who is a natural redhead. But yes, people do prefer certain physical characteristics. But
then blondes also got all the "dumb blonde" jokes. | think over the years | heard literally a few
hundred of them. Hair color really doesn't matter in your level of fun or your intelligence. It's more
about the inside than the outside LOL! But | guess stereotypes have been around forever.
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. DR1939
M | am blond, and | have a blond daughter and a brunette daughter. My blond daughter and | always
thought that "blondes have more fun," was the entire sentence until my brunette daughter, a
teenager at the time, informed us that the rest was "but brunette are smarter." We all see through
filters. The conversation came about because the blondes were complaining about being
perceived as dumb.

BTW, I live 20 miles from Walnut Grove/Plum Creek in Minnesota. One of my friends, a retired
history professor at South Dakota State University, is a renowed expert on Laura Ingalls Wilder.
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WILSONWR v
Stereotypes have been around forever, haven't they?!
3007 days ago

TIGGERJEAN v
| LOVE the Little House books! Little House in the Big Woods was one of the first chapter

books | remember reading. (I have brown eyes as well and | deeply sympathized with Laura.)
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SADWHITEWOLF v
I love that you referenced Laura Ingalls!
3007 days ago

FITFOODIE806 v
. ha! Thanks for the memory. | loved that part.
= 3007 days ago

Add Your Comment to the Blog Post

Leave encouragement, a question, or anything else relevant to this post. All blog comments must abide by
SparkPeople's Community Guidelines.

Disclaimer: Weight loss results will vary from person to person. No individual result should be seen as a typical
result of following the SparkPeople program.
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